FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 29, 2010

Grand Opening & Art Show
A Unique Blend of Books and Art

FLagler Beach, FLA - In an interesting blend of books and art, Ocean Publishing will hold a Grand Opening and Art Show on Friday, August 6th, from 6 to 8 PM at its retail store and offices in downtown Flagler Beach.

 

Frank Gromling, Ocean Publishing's founder and publisher, described the event as "My way to say thank you and to introduce our Flagler-based traditional publishing house to everyone in the county." Ocean Publishing, started in 2002, opened its current location at 200 S. A1A in January of this year and Gromling wants to celebrate with a special Art Show by award-winning artist Rick Cannizzaro.

 

On display will be all of Ocean's 19 books and several forthcoming titles in its Marine Life Series and a four-book project with ocean conservationist Jean-Michel Cousteau. A room will be dedicated to "The Ocean Story" where guests will see the company’s growth from its beginnings with Gromling's original hit Frank’s Whales to its status today as a nationally-recognized book publisher.

 

Rick Cannizzaro, an award-winner in many juried art shows, is known for his oil pastel and acrylic paintings. Frank Gromling, who has a history of daring business and personal adventures, signed Cannizzaro as Ocean Publishing's Commissioned Artist. As such, Cannizzaro will create oil pastel or acrylic paintings featuring the subjects of Ocean's future books, all of which will focus on nature, marine life, environment and conservation. Gromling said, "Rick's artistic ability to capture the very essence of his subjects in a colorful and almost whimsical style adds a new and dynamic dimension to what we bring to the public in both our books and art shows."

 

As part of Frank Gromling's long time community involvement, a special drawing will be held at 7:30 PM with a $250 Cannizzaro acrylic painting of a loggerhead turtle to be presented by the artist to the winning ticket holder. Entry to the drawing is via purchase of a $15 print of Cannizzaro's sea turtle painting, with 10% of the proceeds donated to the non-profit Volusia/Flagler Turtle Patrol.
The Grand Opening and Art Show is Friday, August 6th, from 6 to 8 PM, at 200 S. A1A (across from the Flagler Pier). Light refreshments will be served. The public is invited. For more information or directions, call 386-517-1600.
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